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The fEAR OF THE lORD
INTRODUCTION

The fear of the Lord is deeply interwoven into the reason for our existence.  God created us for intimate fellowship with Him and this is the whole purpose for our existence.  In order to properly relate to Him, we need to know what He is like.  God is a loving God.  But He is also awesome, holy and most worthy of our fear.  We will not relate to Him properly if we don't know how much He is truly worthy of our fear.

The love of God and the fear of God are two immense jewels with many sparkling facets.  Intimate relationship with God occurs when a person's personal experience of the love of God is properly balanced by deep heart knowledge of the fear of the Lord.
I.
Defining the Fear of the Lord
There are many aspects to the fear of the Lord.  Volumes can be written on this crucial topic.  A few of the important aspects of it are touched upon in this part.  One author defines fear of the Lord as follows:
It includes, but it is more than, respecting Him.  Fearing Him means to give Him the place of glory, honor, reverence, thanksgiving, praise and preeminence He deserves.  (Notice it is what He deserves, not what we think He deserves).  He holds this position in our lives when we esteem Him and His desires over and above our own.  We will hate what He hates and love what He loves, trembling in His presence and at His word (Bevere, Breaking Intimidation 142)
The Gateway to Intimacy with God
 The fear of the Lord is the doorway to fulfilling our purpose of having an intimate relationship with God.  We don’t have intimate relationships with people who do not respect us.  Furthermore we don’t share our secrets or confide with acquaintances, we only normally do this with our closest friends.  The same is true with God, if there is no respect for Him, His tangible presence will normally not be felt.   It is normal for Him to share His secrets, plans and ways with the privileged few who truly fear Him.  
Who is the man who fears the LORD?  He will instruct him in the way he should choose. …  The secret of the LORD is for those who fear Him, and He will make them know His covenant (Psalm 25:12, 14, NASB.  
         “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding” (Proverbs 9:10, NASB).  God wants us to go through the gateway of fear of Him so that we obtain and intimate knowledge about Him (cf. Bevere, The Fear of the Lord 175-177). 

God wants us to know His ways, like Moses did, not just His deeds like the people of Israel did.  Of this the Lord said “Therefore I was angry with this generation, and said ‘They always go astray in their heart, and they do not know my ways’ (Hebrews 3:10, NASB).  There is the difference between an intimate two way relationship and knowing about someone without having a relationship.  He does not want us to only know about Him, He wants us in close relationship with Him.  Jesus said (emphasis added):

"Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter. "Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?' "And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS' (Matthew 7:21-23, NASB).
We can be busy all day with religious activities, but if it is not as a result of our intimate relationship with Him, we are wasting time.    
Jesus is our example.  He did everything out of relationship with the Father.  The following verses illustrate this fact:
Therefore Jesus answered and was saying to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, unless it is something He sees the Father doing; for whatever the Father does, these things the Son also does in like manner. "For the Father loves the Son, and shows Him all things that He Himself is doing …' (John 5:19-20, NASB).
In the following statement Rick Warren quotes I Timothy 6:21a out of the Living Bible:

There is nothing – absolutely nothing – more important than developing friendship with God.  ...  Paul told Timothy, “Some of these people have missed the most important thing in life – they don’t know God.”  … Remember it’s your choice.  You are as close to God as you chose to be (Warren, 99).
The Love of God and the Fear of the Lord
There is a need for a coupling, or linking together, of God’s love for us and our fear of Him.  “For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is His lovingkindness toward those who fear Him” (Psalm 103:11, NASB).
We need a balance in our lives.  On one side of the scale is the love of God and the other side of the scale is the fear of the Lord.  This is illustrated in the following verse:
“And now, Israel, what does the LORD your God require of you, but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all His ways and to love Him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul” (Deuteronomy 10:12, NKJV).

II.
Dangers of NOt Fearing the Lord
We are in great danger when we don’t fear the Lord.  The danger can be immediate when God’s glory is being manifested.  Or in can be in the future without repentance.  Also when we fear anyone or anything more than God we are in danger.  

Jonathan Edwards said “The Scriptures see religion as the result of holy fear.  Truly religious persons tremble at the Word of God.  It is his holiness that makes them fear.  The fear of God is a great part of godliness” (Foster, 21).
Immediate Judgment when God’s Glory is Present
Judgment is swift when the glory of God is strong (Bevere, The Fear of the Lord 92-94).  The glory had been recently revealed at the wilderness tabernacle.  God had delivered His people from the most powerful nation in the world, He spoke on the mountain, and His glory was in the Tabernacle.  Unfortunately for Nadab and Abihu they did not reverence His presence as much as they should have.  They died instantly when they approached God without reverence by preparing improper fire (cf. Bevere, The Fear of the Lord 53-55; Lev. 10:1-3).  In another example the glory was returning to the land as David was bringing the Ark of the Covenant back up to Jerusalem.  Unfortunately for Uzza, even though he had good intentions, he did not know God’s ways as well he should have and he died instantly (cf. Bevere, The Fear of the Lord 119-133; II Samuel 6:6-7).  A New Testament example is at a time when God’s glory was being manifested through Peter.  At this time when his shadow touched people they were instantly healed.  Ananias and Saphira chose to scheme for prominence through their giving.  They died instantly because they lied to the Holy Spirit (cf. Bevere, The Fear of the Lord 73-79; Acts 5:1-11).  Dangerous irreverence creeps in when our love of God is not balanced by a healthy fear of God.  Nadab, Abihu, Uzza, Ananias and Saphira are poignant examples of this point.

Future Judgment

In the following verse Jesus tells us to fear God. "But I will warn you whom to fear: fear the One who, after He has killed, has authority to cast into hell; yes, I tell you, fear Him! (Luke 12:5, NASB).  Jesus also gave the following warnings:
Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit (John 15:2, NKJV); If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a branch and dries up; and they gather them, and cast them into the fire and they are burned (John 15:6, NASB).
Fearing Man is a Snare
Jesus told us not to fear man: “I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that have no more that they can do (Luke 12:4, NASB).  Solomon said: “The fear of man bringeth a snare: but whoso putteth his trust in the LORD shall be safe (Proverbs 29:25).  The fear of man is further explained in the following quotation.
If I want something from you – whether it is your money, friendship, approval, acceptance, a position you can offer me, or security you can give me – then you can manipulate, control or dominate me.  If I want anything from you, then you become a source, and if I offend the source, then what I want may get cut off.  This is called the fear of man.  You cannot fear man and God at the same time.  You will fear one or the other.  The reason so many ministers have no unction (life) in their teaching or preaching is because they are bound to the fear of man!  … If a minister fears God, he will operate in the wisdom of God.  There will be liberty and life in all that he says and does.  … I asked the Lord one morning what the fear of man was.  He said, “The fear of man is the fear of being rejected by man, without considering My rejection!”  The fear of being rejected by man is a trap!  Oh, how many Christians are bound by that trap of desiring man’s approval (Bevere, The Voice of One Crying 12).
III.
Benefits of Fearing the Lord
There are vast benefits that result from fearing the Lord.  Just a sampling of some these tremendous benefits are touched upon here.
Our Character Development
First to correctly relate with God our characters need to be aligned with His.  The fear of the Lord helps us to properly develop our characters.  The following verses show some character development aspects of fearing the Lord (emphasis added): 
By lovingkindness and truth iniquity is atoned for, and by fear of the Lord one keeps away from evil (Proverbs 16:6, NASB); The fear of the Lord is to hate evil; Pride and arrogance are the evil way and the perverted mouth, I hate (Proverbs 8:13, NASB).  
God is delighted when we develop our characters so that we can relate with Him.  When we chose to fear the Lord, tremendous benefits result for both God and ourselves.  “Delight thyself also in the Lord: and He shall give thee the desires of thine heart” (Psalm 37:4).
Our Own Well Being
Well being is another benefit that results from fear of the Lord.  Some of this aspect are illustrated in the following verse (emphasis added): “He shall be a stability for your times, a rich store of salvation, wisdom and knowledge, the fear of the Lord is the key to this treasure” (Isaiah 33:6 NASB). 

conclusion

The fear of the Lord is more readily understood when we associate it with the purpose for our existence.  God exquisitely crafted us for fellowship with Him.  Mankind lost that fellowship through sin.  Jesus came to restore that fellowship.  Because of what Jesus did, enormous blessings are now available when we walk in the way that we were created to operate.  The fear of the Lord is crucial, because it is the starting point for us operating in our created purpose.
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